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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To prevent an ink jet surface from becoming wetted or fouled by ink or 
prevent the ink jet failure due to the solidification of ink by employing an 
elastic ink absorber as a member to wipe the ink jet surface of a recording 
head and at the same time, making the surface to be wiped water-repellent. 

CONSTITUTION: A wipeoff device 6 is composed of an ink corrosion-resistant, 
highly absorptive almost square ink absorber 7 and an absorber holder 8 which 
holds the ink absorber 7. The device 6 heaves up, only when a wipeoff action 
is required, in an arrow Y 1 direction, and descends in the arrow Y' direction 
and is kept in a standby position, if a sequence of wipeoff actions for 
recording heads 1A to ID is completed. At the time of starting the recording, 
a cap member 4 becomes separated from the discharge surface 2 of the recording 
head land a carriage moves in an arrow X direction. Consequently, the 
recording heads 1 come in contact with the ink absorber 7 of the wipe-off 
device 6 which has heaved up from a standby position. After that, an ink mark 
left on the part with which the peripheral part 4A of the cap member 4 comes in 
contact is wiped off by the water repellent layer 9 of the ink absorber 7. 
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